
  THE USE OF THE GERUND / INFINITIVE 
 
* GERUND 
 

- GERUND as the subject of a sentence  When it is a general o habitual action. 
Eating too much fat is very unhealthy. 

 
- GERUND after prepositions:  You can ask for advice by writing a letter 
 
- Verbs followed by a GERUND or a noun: avoid, be used to, be worth, can’t help, can’t stand, 
consider, deny, detest, dislike, don’t mind, doubt, enjoy, escape, excuse, feel like, finish, forgive, get 
used to, imagine, it’s no use, keep, mention, mind, miss, look forward to, postpone, practise, prefer, 
prevent, resist, risk, suffer, suggest, tolerate, wouldn’t mind,  

Jane missed the 8.30 train to London and was late to work. 
  Jane misses going for long country walks. 
 

* INFINITIVE 
 
-- WITH TO 
- INFINITIVE with “TO” as the subject of a sentence  When it is a particular action. 

To eat too much today, is bad if you want to study. 
 

- Verbs followed by a TO INFINITIVE:  agree, appear, arrange, choose, decide, hope, learn, 
manage, plan, refuse, seem, promise, wish,  want.  She wants to go with me 
 
- Verbs followed by Indirect OBJECT + TO INFINITIVE: advise, expect, need, persuade, warn, 
invite, teach, tell.   Invite him to go to the party 
- Infinitive of purpose: He does it to get money (see further explanation) 
 

-- WITHOUT TO 
 

- Verbs followed by  Indirect OBJECT + INFINITIVE (without “TO”): hear, feel, see, help, let, 
make.  He saw her go out 
- Verbs followed by  INFINITIVE (without “TO”): modal verbs (except have to and ought to), had 
better, would rather, would sooner, would prefer. I must go. 
 

* GERUND / INFINITIVE 
 
- Verbs + INFINITIVE with “TO” or GERUND ( with NO change of meaning). 

(begin, continue, forbid, intend, propose, start) 
 

 Max, continue singing / to sing that carol. 
       When I was younger I stared writing / to write with my left hand. 
 
- Verbs + INFINITIVE with “TO” or GERUND ( with change of meaning).  
 

HATE, LOVE, PREFER (with gerund is in general but with to inf. Is in particulat) 
 + gerund = in general I love playing tennis  
 + to infinitive= in a particular situation I love to play tennis with my granny 

 
LIKE 

 + gerund = I like playing tennis (I enjoy it ) 
 + to infinitive= I like to study two hours before an exam (I think it’s useful) 
 



REMEMBER, FORGET, REGRET 
 + gerund = what happened (past actions) 
 + to infinitive= what you have to do or you’re going to do (present or future actions) 
I remember playing football when I was younger. / I remember to buy coffee. 
He’s forgotten saying the truth. / I forgot to feed the cat. 
I regret having bought this bloody car. / I regret to tell you she’s out. 

STOP 
 + gerund= (dejar de…) I stop eating because I’m not hungry. 
 + to infinitive= (parar para ...) I finish my work so I’ll stop to eat something. 

 

TRY 
 + gerund =.Experiment.  I’ll try washing my car with this product 
 + to infinitive= make an effort I’ll try to wash my car but I’m short of time. 

 
* FUNCTION /PURPOSE  
  

FUNCTION:  FOR + GERUND 

 

PURPOSE or INTENTION: TO INFINITIVE 

 
What is the hair-drier for? 
The hair-drier is for drying hair. 

My lips are for kissing! 

Be quiet! A library is for studying, not for 
socializing! 

*Notice that in the above sentences, the thing being 
described is the subject of the sentence. 

 

  

 

I bought a special box for keeping CDs 

 

What do you use a hair drier for? 
I use a hair-drier to dry my hair. 

I use my lips to kiss the baby carefully 

Be quiet! I come to the library to study, not to 
socialize! 

*Notice that in the above sentences, the thing being 
described is the complement of the sentence. 

Why did you go to the store? 
I went to the store to buy some milk. 

Why are you going to Toronto? 
I‘m going to Toronto to learn English 

I use a shoe box to keep CDs 

 
 

    HERE’S WHERE IT GETS CONFUSING: 
Why did you buy a box of chocolates? 
I bought a box of chocolates for my husband. 
I bought a box of chocolates to give my husband. 

NOT: I bought a box of chocolates for to give my husband. 

I bought a box of chocolates for give my husband. 

 
 I bought a box of chocolates for giving my husband 


